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Trt the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) Apparatus for use by a station in a wireless communications environment 
wherein multiple channels are available for communication, nn^ ^^in ^station is associated 

an arf ftss point, comprising: 

„ recej p^hle to receive i eeh**™^ Announce messages torn access points, 

the Announce messages h^a inch^tive of mdkafeg tfee access p^peifi^ presence and 

protocol capability to tho station ; 

drcujtrv ^blP. to periodi cally attempt to select at Irast one access point from which an 

m was recei ve *n» faction based at least in-part on an indication that the 

ir] ^A p ™t ^ill pro ^H. letter service than the access ppmt with which the station is 

ffiiifftfrtl Y associated: 

, n perahle to send te ^e^endiflg Bid messages to aa the selected access 

point to indicate that the station desires to communicate in the wireless communications 

environment via the access point; and 

^rr.,ritrv onerable in ranniise to r eceiving an Accept message from the gelected . a ccess 
point tr> r^nnfigiire th e <t a tion to com m i.rricflte via the selected access point in re s pons e to -ta e 
Bid, message, the Accept message indicating that the access point will allow the station to 
communicate in the wireless communications environment via the selected access point. 

2. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: 
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^hi. t« aerate te^fe^eag^g a registration request message for 
tr^sion to the selected access point to indicate that the station desires to communicate in the 
wireless communications environment via the selected access point using a particular protocol; 

^trv o r *r»h1 e to recegg ^ process l u a i c for recorvins a registration acknowledge 
message from the selected access point in response to the Registration Request message, the 
registration acknowledge message indicating that the selected access point understands that the 
station will communicate in the wireless communications environment using the particular 
protocol. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the selection circuitry i* operable to 

select q p jj ge h -rut I. J t h r statfc* te ti . n weess peifit if tin . j lul ion aocerta nn t hitt the 

access point is likely to provide the hi ghest data rate b e tter wireless communications pcrfomm nee 
than another aooooo po in t through which the station is currently commu ni tta Sag. 
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